


1.  The Discovery and Recognition of 

God

•Life-changing

•A conversion experience

•Humbles us, shows us our 

powerlessness.

•Examples:  Saul on the road to 

Damascus (Acts 9); the healed 

demoniac (Mark 5); the jailer and his 

family (Acts 16); etc.

Stages of Faith
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2.  The Life of Discipleship

•A time of learning and belonging

•Power in association:  church 

fellowship

•Authority found in leaders and/or the 

organization

•This stage grounds us in the faith

•Example:  The disciples prior to the 

cross



1.  The Discovery and Recognition of 

God

Stages of Faith

2.  The Life of Discipleship

3.  The Productive Life• Confident use of gifts and talents; we 

are successful for Christ!

• Energized by achievement

• This stage rewards us, often publicly

• Examples:  The disciples in 

Matt.10/Luke 10; Elijah prior to Mt. 

Carmel (I Kings 17)

• Stage 3 is the last of the external 

stages
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3.  The Productive Life

AND NOTE:

Most Christians appear 

to stop at stages 2 & 3



Stages of Faith

4.  The Journey Inward•A deep and very personal inward 

journey; Christ is calling you to truly 

make Him your own

•Begin to question things about 

yourself and God you once thought 

were settled

•New awarenesses and insights

•Reflection on who you really are is 

key

•This stage unsettles us, for 

wholeness looks & feels much more 

like weakness



Stages of Faith

At some point during Stage 4, many 

people meet a profound challenge:

THE  WALL



THE  WALL• Sometimes referred to as the “dark 

night of the soul” 

• Old, unresolved wounds resurface.  

We cry out, “Why haven’t I overcome 

these things yet?”

• Many feel like God has rejected them, 

that “It’s over,” that their faith is dead.

• Depression is common during this 

phase

• At stage 4 and particularly at The 

Wall, many believers bail out; they do 

not wish to face the truth about 

themselves.



•Many Christians still in the earlier 

stages will look at someone 

confronting The Wall and conclude 

they’ve fallen away from God 

(example: Job’s “friends”).

•But the opposite is true! God is 

instead preparing that person for a 

deeper walk with Him - IF they will 

accept His loving, difficult-to-accept 

invitation to grow.  

•It is thus the sense of the Father’s 

presence that has left, not the Father 

Himself!

THE  WALL



Examples:  
THE  WALL

•Job during his 2nd test (Job 3-31)

•Elijah after Mount Carmel (I Kings 

19)

•Mary after the death of Lazarus 

(John 11:20-33)

•Nicodemus coming to Jesus at 

night (John 3)



Examples:  
THE  WALL

•Ellen White’s early experience (see 

the book Life Sketches, pages 20-

42).  She uses the terms 

“despondency,” “doubt,” “fear,” 

and “a wall of darkness” between 

her and the Father to describe her 

experience then. 
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[  THE WALL ]

5.  The Journey Outward



Stages of Faith

5.  The Journey Outward
•God here transforms us

•A new sense of God’s acceptance

•Renewed calling and ministry

•Old truth is not denied, but it is much 

more deeply applied

•The cockiness of earlier stages is 

gone

•There is a new sense that now GOD 

will qualify the quality of one’s 

ministry, rather than merely one’s 

personal energy, skill, talent, etc.



Stages of Faith

5.  The Journey Outward
•We surrender to God’s will, allowing 

Him to fully direct our lives

•We see the consequences of 

complete obedience to God - and are 

no longer afraid of those 

consequences.•Example:  Joseph forgiving and 

helping his brothers (Genesis 45)

•Example:  Hannah receiving Samuel... 

then giving him back to God (I Samuel 

1)



Stages of Faith

6.  A Life of Love

•We are no longer motivated 

predominately by our calling, our 

work, or our personal goals, but by the 

life we live in God.

•Total obedience is our goal - but from 

the HEART, not merely the head.



Steps to Christ

“Those who feel the constraining love of 

God do not ask how little may be given 

to meet the requirements of God; they 

do not ask for the lowest standard, but 

aim at perfect conformity to the will of 

their Redeemer.  With earnest desire 

they yield all and manifest an interest 

proportionate to the value of the object 

which they seek.”  

- Page 46  



John 14:15

“If you love me, 

keep my commandments.”

- Jesus    



Steps to Christ

“There are those who profess to serve 

God, while they rely upon their own 

efforts to obey his law, to form a right 

character, and secure salvation.  Their 

hearts are not moved by any deep sense 

of the love of Christ, but they [instead] 

seek to perform the duties of the 

Christian life as that which God requires 

of them in order to gain heaven.  Such 

religion is worth nothing.



Steps to Christ

“When Christ dwells in the heart, the 

soul will be so filled with His love, with 

the joy of communion with Him that it 

will cleave to Him; and in the 

contemplation of Him, self will be 

forgotten.  Love to Christ will be the 

spring of action…. 

A profession of Christ without this deep 

love is mere talk, dry formality, and 

heavy drudgery.”- pages 45 & 46 (1892)



Stages of Faith

6.  A Life of Love, continued:
•Highest value is placed on God & 

others.

•Examples:  Enoch, Moses, and Elijah 

at the end of their earthly ministries; 

presumably Job at the end; Paul (“To 

live is Christ and to die is gain!” -

Phil.1:21); Ellen White later in her 

ministry; and many others throughout 

history. 



Some Things To Consider

1.  These stages are flexible and 

cumulative.  People do not go through 

the stages at the same pace, nor are 

they called to learn the same things.

2.  Stages can be revisited and overlap.

3.  Crises can be times for 

moving/growth.

4.  It’s not wrong to be at the earlier 

stages unless...

5.  There are dangers at every stage.



Some Things To Consider

And remember:  Salvation 

came...

...in Stage 1.



How do we move from 

one stage to the next?

1.  The Discovery and Recognition of 

God

So...Where are You?

2.  The Life of Discipleship

3.  The Productive Life

4.  The Journey Inward

[  THE WALL ]

5.  The Journey Outward

6. The Life of Love



“...until we all reach unity in the faith 

and in the knowledge of the son of 

God and become mature, attaining to 

the whole measure of the fullness of 

Christ.”
Ephesians 4:13



1.  

Prayer

Setting the Stage for

the Stages of Faith



1.  

Prayer

Setting the Stage for

the Stages of Faith

2.  Bible 

Study



Desire of Ages, p.83

“Many attend religious services, and are 

refreshed and comforted by the word of 

God; but through neglect of meditation, 

watchfulness, and prayer, they lose the 

blessing, and find themselves more 

destitute than before they received it. 

Often they feel that God has dealt hardly 

[harshly] with them. They do not see that 

the fault is their own. 



Desire of Ages, p.83

“By separating themselves from Jesus, 

they have shut away the light of His 

presence.  

It would be well for us to spend a 

thoughtful hour each day in contemplation

of the life of Christ.  We should take it point 

by point and let the imagination grasp each 

scene, especially the closing ones. 



Desire of Ages, p.83 

“As we thus dwell upon His great 

sacrifice for us, our confidence in Him will 

be more constant, our love will be 

quickened, and we shall be more deeply 

imbued with His spirit.  If we would be 

saved at last, we must learn the lesson of 

penitence and humiliation at the foot of 

the cross.



Desire of Ages, p.83

“As we associate together, we may be a 

blessing to one another.  If we are Christ’s, 

our sweetest thoughts will be of Him.  We 

shall love to talk of Him; and as we speak 

to one another of His love, our hearts will 

be softened by divine influences.  

Beholding the beauty of His character, we 

shall be ‘changed into the same image 

from glory to glory’

(2 Cor. 3:18).” *



Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p.1

“Let us in imagination go back to that 

scene, and, as we sit with the disciples on 

the mountainside, enter into the thoughts 

and feelings that filled their hearts.  

Understanding what the words of Jesus 

meant to those who heard them, we may 

discern in them a new vividness and 

beauty, and may gather for ourselves 

their deeper lessons.”  *



1.  

Prayer

Setting the Stage for

the Stages of Faith

2.  Bible 

Study
3.  Share your faith 

(I John 2:6)


