


The Want of Homes
Homes where God’s principles are transferred from one 

generation to the next. 







Biblical types of families:

• Original= Garden of Eden –
Nuclear

• Household = Abraham’s family
• Wife and child

• 2nd wife and child

• 1,000 members to his household

• Plural-marriage / Polygamy 
• David and Solomon

• Blended
• Joseph and Mary

• Multi-generational 
• Israel and his 12 sons

• Single – Daniel and Paul

• By association/mission
• Jesus and his disciples

• How do we know there were like family?

• They fought a lot! 

• Empty nesters
• Cephas and his wife

• Unmarried 
• Woman by the well





SASQUATCH-BIGFOOT Ha! They 

believe in the 

perfect family, 

but they don’t 

think I exist! 





Is your family far from perfect?
How can you improve your family’s 

relationships?

To have a home that represents Christ, 
one must be intentional!



Communication #1



Communication Blocks 

• #1, the lack of communication

• Conveying complete ideas
• Because of perceived familiarity
• Fractured thoughts 

• Dr. Natalie Staats Reiss, PhD suggests three reasons:
• Familiarity we underestimate our own ability to communicate

• 50% we think we are understood, we are wrong.

• We think that people know what we are talking about
• Spouses think you know what he/she is saying

• With family and friends, we have a habit of using subtle messages 
(sarcasm, ambiguity, conveying emotion)



Communication Hacks 

• Don’t pretend they “should know what you want!” 

• Don’t expect your own family to understand what 
you are saying, simply make sure they do.

• Eliminate subtle messages
• “My mom’s look said it all”

• Sarcasm shouldn’t be a part of your communication 
techniques. It is damaging

• Be clear and direct (not rude or obnoxious) 



Communication Hacks 

• Communicate often, personally/individually 

• Be an active listener, and train your family to also 
listen actively 

• Think about who you are communicating with, and 
adjust

• It isn’t the same to communicate with your teen 
daughter when she’s in crisis, as when she’s calm at 
home (A crisis for a teen is anything that doesn’t go in 
accordance with her will)



Communication Hacks 

• BE POSITIVE

• Be an example
• It’s okay to recognize when you are wrong

• Lead by example.
• It all starts with you, modeling, living it, being contagious 

about it.
• See me do it – let’s do it together – let me see you do it

• Remember that any true change comes from the heart, 
and the only expert in heart-change is the Holy Spirit



5 Levels of Communication

1. Cliché C
1. Superficial

2. Disconnected

3. Mechanical



Have to C
Ignores intimacy

Builds walls

2. Reporting facts C

What

ever 

Game



Exchange

Could be conflictive

Separates or unites

3. Discuss ideas and opinions C



4. Feelings and emotions C

Increases intimacy

Careful of gender 

differences



No holding back

Open and accepting

True friendship

5. Complete trust & truth C



Psalm 19:14 May the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my 

heart be pleasing to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 

Proverbs 17:27 A truly wise person uses few words; a person 

with understanding is even tempered. 

Proverbs 12:18 Some people make cutting remarks, but the 

words of the wise bring healing. 

What the Bible says about Communication



Matthew 7:3 And why worry about a speck in the 

eye of a brother when you have a board in your 

own? 

Proverbs 20:19 A gossip tells secrets, so don't 

hang around with someone who talks too much. 

What the Bible says about Communication



James 1:19 My dear brothers and sisters, be quick 

to listen, slow to speak and slow to get angry. 

Proverbs 18:13 What a shame, what folly, to give 

advice before listening to the facts!

What the Bible says about Communication



10 steps to resolve specific problems/conflict

1. Set a time and place for 
discussion.

2. Define the problem or issue of 
disagreement.

3. How do you each contribute to 
the problem?

4. List past attempts to resolve 
the issue that were not 
successful.

5. Brainstorm.  List all possible 
solutions.

6. Discuss and evaluate these 
possible solutions.

7. Agree on one solution to try.

8. Agree on how each individual 
will work toward this solution.

9. Set up another meeting.  
Discuss your progress.

10.Reward each other as you 
each contribute toward the 
solution.



Family Relationships #2



“

”

let kids grow up like animals, like people, or 
like people who really love each other

Family relationships have to be taught, modeled, and very intentional





Family relationships natural - learned

MY UNCLE 
AND HIS 

SON

MY DAD 
AND I

MY SON 
AND I





Closeness refers to how emotionally connected you fell to your family

Closeness: Separate vs. togetherness / I vs. we / Dependence vs. Independence

Flexibility 

refers to 

how open 

families 

are to 

change 

Flexibility:

Balance 

stability 

and 

change

Relation-

ship roles

Discipline

Rules 

Balanced area









How to use this information? 

• Think about the home in which 
you grew up

• How has that home shape your 
current household? 

• Make a list of what your home of 
origin was like (the good, bad, ugly) 

• Decide what good things you’ll keep, 
and what needs to be tossed





How to use this information? 

• Evaluate your current home
• Healthy closeness?

• Healthy flexibility? 

• What can you do to improve the 
relationships in your home? 

• Spouse

• Children

• Empty nest 



You decide…

• This can be done at any stage in life. However, the 
older the children, the harder it might be, but 

• “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

• If the children already have their own family, it would 
be a great opportunity to help them develop a better 
family relationship style

• Depending how much change you want to incorporate, 
it would take time to start seeing results. 

• By the way, time = patience



You decide…

• Jeremiah 31:1 – God wants to be IN my family. But, He 
won’t be able to dwell in it if there’s contention, 
fights, selfishness, violence and/or abuse. 

• Lead by example.
• It all starts with you, modeling, living it, being contagious 

about it.
• See me do it – let’s do it together – let me see you do it

• Remember that any true change comes from the 
heart, and the only expert in heart-change is the Holy 
Spirit 



Walking with God #3



Genesis 6.9 

This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just 
man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God.



How did we lose such an important 

practice in our spiritual experience?

Deuteronomy 6
6 “And these words which I 
command you today shall be in 
your heart. 7 You shall teach 
them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, 
when you walk by the way, 
when you lie down, and when 
you rise up.



Faith 

Transferred

From parents 

to children

From one 

generation to 

the next one

A Divine 

plan for 

restoration



Reasons why our youth are 
walking away

• #1 reason in my opinion is the fact 
that so many of our children and 
youth are “brought to church.” 

• They don’t develop a personal 
walk with God

• Religion, as a formal practice, is 
forced on them. Sometimes 
without reasoning, thus creating 
a void between faith and 
practice. 

• Often our children are taught 
“traditions” over real 
practical Christian living





Reasons why our youth are 
walking away

• #2 is the influence friends/peers 
will have on our children. I mean 
the friends they make.

• Because of poor 
communication between 
parents and children, as they 
get older our influence over 
them diminishes

• You want them to become 
independent, but still consider 
your advice on issues



Reasons why our youth are 
walking away

#3 churches 
that aren’t 

friendly

(young 
people)



“

”

Most of the reasons our young people 
are leaving the church can be 
neutralized in the home, if the home is 
in harmony with heaven’s values

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.” Prov. 22:6

“For He instructs him in right judgment, His God teaches him.” Isaiah 28.26





Genesis 18:19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his 
household …
Deuteronomy 4:9 Only take heed to yourself, and keep your soul diligently, 
lest you …
Deuteronomy 6:7 And you shall teach them diligently to your children, and 
shall talk …
Psalm 78:3-6 Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us…
Ephesians 6:4 And, you fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but 
bring them …
2 Timothy 3:15 And that from a child you have known the holy scriptures…

Train up a child – transferring values



What are the 
values lived 

in your home? 

Is it the worship of the 
television set?

Are the values lived in your 
home focused on material 

possessions? 

If your children, no matter how 
old they are, were asked: what’s 

the most important value at 
home, what would they say? 



“The greatest want of the 

world is the want of homes—

homes that will not be bought 

or sold, homes where in their 

inmost souls are true and 

honest, homes where no one 

fears to call sin by its right 

name, homes where its 

members’ conscience is as 

true to duty as the needle to 

the pole, homes that will stand 

for the right though the 

heavens fall.” Ed 57.3



The want of . . . HOMES

• Let’s take it apart. 
• Homes not sold or bought, with truth and honesty are taught 
• Homes where sin is identified and eliminated 
• Homes whose dwellers have a conscience for duty and 

faithfulness
• Homes that plant in its members the valor to stand for truth 

no matter the consequences.  

• Can this be? Today? 
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